
 

           July 16th, 2014 

Norfolk Citizens for an Elected School Board Will Be Filing Close to 17,000 Petition Signatures 

(45% More than Required Minimum) 

with Norfolk Clerk of Court Today 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

On July 16, 2014 Norfolk Citizens for an Elected School Board will submit the final filing of Petition 
signatures to the Norfolk Clerk of Court at 4:30 sharp – the Board of Election deadline to turn in all 
Petition signatures. 

By delivering nearly 17,000 signatures, history will be made in achieving enough signatures to get the 
Elected School Board referendum placed on the ballot. Norfolk voters will have a choice in November 
2014 to change the management of Norfolk public schools from being appointed by City Council to 
being elected directly by the people.  Signers of the Petition seek school board accountability to the 
parents, teachers, and taxpayers of Norfolk. They believe every child deserves a quality education, and 
believe change is long overdue. 

Norfolk Citizens for an Elected School Board is a truly grassroots, non-partisan effort, 

composed of Democrats, Republicans, Tea Party, Independents, Libertarians, civic leagues, 

League of Women Voters, young and old, working together on an issue they all agree on:  fixing 

Norfolk’s failing schools.  

For six months volunteers have been hard at work, sometimes in freezing rain and blistering 90-100 
degree temperatures, gathering signatures at homes, offices, grocery stores, gas stations, libraries, 
civic leagues, school events, parades, picnics, ball games, etc. At times, reaching the goal of 11,579 
valid Norfolk voter signatures seemed hopeless, and with the initial rejection rate of over 30% with the 
first filing of 10,585 signatures on July 8, volunteers forged on, more determined than ever, to get 30% 
more than required minimum.   

The signature rate of Norfolk voters in most sections of the city has been on par at 95% and, in some 
areas, over 98%. Citizens from around Hampton Roads wanted to sign the petition because they 
believe that Norfolk public schools accreditation affects the level of economic development in the 
region. Truly interesting to learn was that the high percentage (60-70%) of people who attend and enjoy 
Norfolk events were those who moved out of Norfolk specifically because of the school system.  

The next phase of the referendum process is to wait for the final tally of valid signatures from the 
registrar’s office and receive notification that the Elected School Board referendum question has 
officially qualified to be on the November 2014 General Election ballot. Then, the campaign begins in 

earnest to urge citizens to VOTE Yes! for an Elected School Board in Norfolk.  

Contact:  Dennis Gronka  701-2300 

Paid for by the Norfolk Citizens for an Elected School Board PAC 


