
June 24, 2009

Dear Friend:

Eighteen years ago, almost to the day, I was first appointed to the Fairfax County School 
Board. Since then, I have spent every day working for the people in our community.

I have loved every minute of it. (Well, perhaps when we were still in a School Board 
meeting or on the floor of the House of Delegates at 1 a.m., I loved it a little less.) 
Working together, we’ve made enormous progress:

•  Convincing the Virginia Department of Transportation to keep the speed limit on 
Route One at its current 45 mph

•  Working with Governor Kaine to ensure that members of the National Guard will 
have their educational benefits guaranteed

•  Providing additional protection to first responders who contract blood- and 
airborne diseases on the job 

•  Pressuring the federal government to reopen an east-west route after the closing 
of Woodlawn Road

•  Working with Governor Warner to establish a School Efficiency Audit program 
that has redirected millions of dollars from administrative offices to classrooms 
across Virginia

•  Bringing the International Baccalaureate to Fairfax County.

The work has been enormously rewarding in every way but one. Financially, it was 
always a sacrifice for me to serve. But for most of these years, I have been able to put 
together enough freelance and consulting work to allow me to continue in public office.

All that changed with the recession. Among the cutbacks that many businesses and 
organizations have made are the consulting services that provided the bulk of my 
income.

Campaigning is a full-time job. So I have made the difficult decision not to run for re-
election to the House of Delegates. I will devote my remaining time in office to serving 
my constituents and to focusing on my business. 

My situation is not unlike the situation of many other Virginia families. I know they face 
choices much more challenging than mine.

In the near term, I’m pursuing several opportunities that will allow me to remain involved 
in the public policy issues I care about. I also plan to devote more time to la BECA 
Women’s Scholarship Foundation, of which I am a co-founder, to provide scholarships 
for low-income young women in Central and South America. 

Doing this work is my deep and abiding passion. There may come a time when I may 
again consider running for public office.

But for now, I want to thank everyone who has supported me over the years for giving 
me the great privilege of representing you. It has been the greatest honor in my life.

Sincerely,

Kristen Amundson
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